Tumor invasion of the anterior skull base: a comparison of MR and CT studies.
Seven patients who had tumors arising in the anterior face or paranasal sinuses and invasion of the anterior skull base were evaluated with magnetic resonance (MR) and high resolution CT. Magnetic resonance was superior in evaluating tumor encasement of the carotid artery and invasion of the cavernous sinus; for assessing the relationship of the tumor to the anterior brain, optic nerves, and optic chiasm; in providing coronal images free from dental artifact; and in determining tumor extent within the infratemporal fossa. Bone destruction was more easily observed on CT than MR.